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! Water ing- dt~ing the 1987-92 droughtsicced yesterday requir~ s~tttberm

have brought the winter-t~an chl-users to give up about 16 percent

i
-,. ,- - nook salmon and the delta smelt tomore of their delt~ supplies than

P.a t described as boon the brink ol extinction, they were required to give up in
tofamilies, farmer , fish The pumps kill some young lish,drought years under the state’s
= .... . send others down aqueducts and19?gde|ta operating pian.

i ,, .ou~ of the delta, and divet~ many State water agencies had tried to’
O.[ontinued from A-1

more away from their destinations, update the plan twic~ since then,¯ often to linger in holding baysonly to be overwhelme~l bY’lawsuits
], ~I: ~hiak it is a major v~ctory forwhere they are eaten by predators. "and political power plays.

i cb~.sus over cozffrentation," Wil- The pact attempts to make water    During normal -and "wet years,
~n said at a signing ceremony at-supp$ies to Southern California. however, the.new agreement say=

¯ t~.d~l, by Babbitt and Carol Brown- more reliab|e by making environ-.southern cities.and farms will have
e¢~. administrator ot the U.S.mental regulation in the delta moreto leave 32 percent more water in

i .~ifiro.nmental Protectio’a Agency. piedictable, the delta than they had jointly pro-
~;~lthink it signals a cease-fire in Southern Calilornia water off]- ~os~L

tl~-.water wars that have too Ibng dais feared a series of new pumping ’Tou can think of it as usin~ wa-
p,~_’gued California," the governor restrictions to protect end~ingered terJor the tish J~ore efficiently,.

i said, - species might turn. 1995 from anexactly when lhe fish need it to help
[Said Babbitt: "Implicit in thisample, v?ater year .into a time o|their migrat~n or to keep them

a~.~eement is the recognition ~hat~regulatt~z3" drought." away from the pumps," said Lester
tl~i~re is room in this extraordinary Under the pact, the#ederal guy-Snow," general manager of the San

il
sl~ate ... for a vibrant urban andernment promises to make up theDiego County Water Authority and
iqdustrial economy, for the richestdifference i[ a future F~ndangered.one of the principal spokesmen for
ai~d the most pxoduqtive ag~’icul-Spe~es Act listing-requires divert-urban and agricultural water i,ter-

¯ t&re in the United States of Ameri-ing more water for California’s en- eats.

i+ . c$, and for a sustainable, healthyvironment, If a listing is unavoid- . Tom Graft, senior attorney at the
. ebvironment." . able, Babbitt said, the water "would Environmental Defense Fund, alsoi ¯

I Browner put it m6~t su.ccincllyi be acquired by the f~eral g~verp-was positive.
"We have a plan th.at meets thesent at (the federal government’s) ’~tqe believe that for the three

l n~eds of the families, the farmers’cost," year~ that ,this agreement will be
ab6 the fish,"
]Water flows into the 738,000- urged that urban Southern Ca|trot-agreement will preserve endan-

a~re della, with its 700 Jniles of. nia.and other south-of-the-delta us-gered species," he said.

+l
~n~ls, from the north from theera be forced to give up 25 percent The southern water users also¯
S~cramento River, and ~rora theof their delta water ~upplies duringagreed to spend $10 million a year
south in the S~n Joaquin-RiverJ drought years to save the declining,for three year~ tofinance conserva-¯Environmental grOUl~S say pumpfish, Up to half of San Diego’s water tion programs, such as provJd{ng
ing delta water south, which begancomes from the delta, fish screens to keep farming irriga-
in th.e late 1960s, and heavy pump- [nslead, Die three-year plan lion systems that t~p th~ Sacra-
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menlo River and the delta itself " III
from killing .~ncounte~l. thousands of
young ealmon and ~melt, ¯

At the last minute. Wednesday,
Babbitt tel~phoned Johp Wodra~a,
general manager of the Los |re|as-based Met.ropolitan Water
District, to snggest s show of go?d
faith.                                                                             ~!

Wodrask~., in effect, wrote a $10
million check against Metropoli-
taft’s funds as what he later called
"seed moneY" to start the conserva-
tion work.
-He said California’s $?50 billion

economy depends on the reliability
of water to farms and other bust- "
ne~es that want to ~xpand, relo-
cate or s(ay in the ~tate,                                                                              ’

Standard and Poor’s bond rating
service this year added to the p~ea-
~re to ~olve the delta puzzle by
warning that bond ratings of Metro-
politan and other water agencies .-t - ~ssoc~1~

¯ .might be "downgraded -- costing ~omm,~n ground: ~,o~. Pete Wilson (righl) watches as U;S.~-~s
ratepayers extra tens of millions of l, terid.r Secrelary Br~.e Babbitt signs a water agreement,
dollars when bui]ding new water- whick Wilson celled:"a cease.fife in tlw w~.ter ~ars. "works -- if no solution were found. ,

Agreement of. a large chunk of ," :t
the state’s p~litically powerful .Cen- " ’ ¯ " " -’~- ty" lot f~rmers when fiagile spocies ,ear huge state and federal put.tral Valley agricultural comnionlty demanded more water. Twenty million people and¯ was ca|led a key in achieving the "q’his [agreemenl ~oesn’t solve than a mi|lion irrigated acres _~.,
aocord. Californ(a’s and specifically izgricul~ o, water pumped through the �’~_~.,

’ Daft Nelson of the San Lois-Della ture~s .water suppl~, shorlages0’ by the federal C.ehtra| Valley .m.~
Mendota Water Adthority hid the Helsoa s~id. "But this [s the.founda- ject and the State Water Projec-.~live or more years in which farms lion thai’we all .needed to build on." " Perhaps the .most dilficeit : 1have received no mor~ than half Still t6 he negotiated, for exam- steps will be a series of state w :..
their normal state water supplies pie; are ~take timit’~o" maximums of board hearings on water allocat
have "created a. tremendoussalmon, smell anti other fish that and water rights. They w~l fo i

¯ a .mount of uncertainty, and instabili- will :be ~l|owed t6 be kil]ed in and next yeag.
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